
 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY 

LAND CONSERVATION & FOREST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

FEBRUARY 16, 2022 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RM 302 

4:30 PM 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 
Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Dean Gullickson Chippewa County District 7 (Chair) Present  

Harold Steele Chippewa County District 1 (Vice-Chair) Present  

Glen Sikorski Chippewa County District 2 Present  

Ken Schmitt Chippewa County District 3 Present  

Don Hauser Chippewa County District 6 Present  

James Pingel Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

 
Agency staff present at times throughout the meeting were R. Scholz (Co. Administrator), T. Pauls 
(Corporation Counsel), K. Klingberg and J. Schemenauer - Recorder (LCFM). 

 

3. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WISHING TO BE HEARD 
There were no members of the public present. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Glen Sikorski, District 2 

SECONDER: Don Hauser, District 6 

AYES: Gullickson, Steele, Sikorski, Schmitt, Hauser, Pingel 

1. Approve the Agenda 
 

2. Approve the Minutes 
 

3. Land Conservation & Forest Management Committee - Regular Meeting - Jan 19, 2022 4:30 PM 
 

4. Schedule Next Meeting Date -March 16, 2022 
 

5. REPORTS 

6. BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. Resolution to Support a Goal of Limiting the Wisconsin Wolf Population to 350 Animals as Part of the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Wolf Management Plan - R. Scholz 
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Motion to approve the Resolution to Support a Goal of Limiting the Wisconsin Wolf Population to 350 
Animals as Part of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Wolf Management Plan:  
Sikorski/Steele. 
 
There was general discussion regarding the U.S. district court ruling, that returned wolves to the Federal 
Endangered Species list, and the general population of wolves in Chippewa County. 
 
Motion carried by voice vote. 

RESULT: FORWARD TO COUNTY BOARD [UNANIMOUS] Next: 3/8/2022 6:00 PM 

MOVER: Glen Sikorski, District 2 

SECONDER: Harold Steele, District 1 (Vice-Chair) 

AYES: Gullickson, Steele, Sikorski, Schmitt, Hauser, Pingel 

 

2. LCFM Project Proposal for ARPA Funds (America Rescue Plan Act) - R. Scholz 
R. Scholz addressed the Committee.  He noted that the LCFM had submitted two (2) project requests for 
ARPA funding:  Lake Wissota Stewardship; Targeted Water Quality & Farm Conservation Project and 
Chippewa County Ice Age Trail; Eastern Trail Establishment.  After further review, it was found that the Ice 
Age Trail project did not qualify for funding. 
 
There was general discussion on using ARPA funding to introduce a project to address rising 
groundwater/drinking water nitrate nitrogen concentrations in the County.  Further discussion focused 
on: 
 
1. Data availability and analyses of the data. 
 
2. Full spectrum of testing in conjunction with the 2022 UWSP groundwater sampling project and  
 current testing budget. 
 
3. Demonstration sites in agricultural areas. 
 
Motion to approve ARPA funding for the Lake Wissota Stewardship Project:  Steele/Sikorski.  Motion 
failed as all members voted to disapprove by voice vote. 
 
Motion to allocate $500,000 in ARPA funding to enhance testing programs, compile data, and come up 
with a demonstration site program:  Schmitt/Steele.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Ken Schmitt, District 3 

SECONDER: Harold Steele, District 1 (Vice-Chair) 

AYES: Gullickson, Steele, Sikorski, Schmitt, Hauser, Pingel 

 

7. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 
Future agenda items will include discussion on the Chippewa County Stewardship Fund and the proposed 
LCFM ARPA funding project to address the nitrate issue in Chippewa County.  

8. ADJOURN 



 Land Conservation & Forest Management Committee 

Minutes  February 16, 2022 
Regular Meeting Chippewa County Courthouse, Rm 302 4:30 PM 

 

Chippewa County Page 3 Published 2/21/2022 12:00 AM 

Motion to adjourn:  Hauser/Schmitt.  Motion carried by voice vote at 5:48 pm. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Don Hauser, District 6 

SECONDER: Ken Schmitt, District 3 

AYES: Gullickson, Steele, Sikorski, Schmitt, Hauser, Pingel 



 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY 

LAND CONSERVATION & FOREST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

JANUARY 19, 2022 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RM 302 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 
Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Dean Gullickson Chippewa County District 7 (Chair) Present  

Harold Steele Chippewa County District 1 (Vice-Chair) Present  

Glen Sikorski Chippewa County District 2 Present  

Ken Schmitt Chippewa County District 3 Present  

Don Hauser Chippewa County District 6 Present  

James Pingel Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

 
The Chair noted that all members were present. 
 
Agency staff present at times throughout the meeting were R. Scholz (Co. Administrator by phone), T. Pauls 
(Corporation Counsel), L. Zwiefelhofer (Finance Director), K. Clow, M. Hansen, K. Klingberg, D. Masterpole, R. 
Yohnk, and J. Schemenauer - Recorder (LCFM). 
 
Members of the public present at times throughout the meeting were D. Barrickman, B. Henderson, and G. 
Olson.  

 

3. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WISHING TO BE HEARD 
P. Popple submitted written comments to the Committee (copy on file).  There no members of the public 
wishing to speak present at the meeting. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Glen Sikorski, District 2 

SECONDER: Ken Schmitt, District 3 

AYES: Gullickson, Steele, Sikorski, Schmitt, Hauser, Pingel 

1. Approve the Agenda 
 

2. Approve the Minutes 
 

3. Land Conservation & Forest Management Committee - Regular Meeting - Dec 15, 2021 4:30 PM 
 

4. Schedule Next Meeting Date - February 16, 2022 
 

5. REPORTS 
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1. Overview of LCFM 2021 Annual Report - D. Masterpole 
M. Hansen, R. Yohnk, and D. Masterpole presented an oral report.  The report was supported by a Power 
Point titled:   Dept. of Land Conservation & Forest Management's Annual Performance Report for 2021 
(1/19/22 - copy on file).  The Power Point provides a summary of the 2021 LCFM annual work plan. 
 
There was limited discussion. 

 

2. Overview of 2022 Land Conservation & Forest Management Annual Work Plan - D. Masterpole 
D. Masterpole presented an oral report.  The report was supported by a spreadsheet titled:  Draft 
Chippewa County Dept. of Land Conservation & Forest Management - 2022 Work Plan - Dept. 
Director/Co. Conservationist, (LCFM 1/19/22 - copy on file). 
 
There was general discussion.  Discussion focused on: 
 
1. The purpose of the annual work plan. 
 
2. Activities scheduled in Qtr. 1 and Qtr. 2. 

 

3. Consider & Rank LCFM Project Proposal(s) for ARPA Funds (America Rescue Plan Act) - D. Masterpole, K. 
Klingberg 
D. Masterpole presented an oral report.  The report was supported by the following materials: 
 
1. Form titled:  ARPA Project Request Form - Lake Wissota Stewardship; Targeted Water Quality  
 & Farm Conservation Project; (Distributed 1/14/22 - copy on file & attached). 
 
2. Form titled:  ARPA Project Request Form - Chippewa County Ice Age Trail; Eastern Trail  
 Establishment; (Distributed 1/14/22 - copy on file & attached). 
 
3. Correspondence from R. Scholz to Department Heads and Elected Officials (12/9/21),  
 (Distributed 1/14/22 - copy on file & attached), with instructions on submitting 
 ARPA projects. 
 
4. Calendar titled:  2021-2026 American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Calendar, (Distributed 1/14/22, 
 copy on file & attached). 
 
There was general discussion.  Discussion focused on: 
 
1. The guidance and process, as provided by DOA. 
 
2. The rational and merits of the proposals, as introduced by the Department. 
 
3. The next steps in the process, including a determination of eligibility by the County  
 Administrator. 

 

4. Overview of Core Changes to Stormwater Management Construction Site Erosion Control & Post-
Construction Ordinance & Schedule for Committee Consideration - D. Masterpole, K. Clow 
K. Clow presented an oral report.  The report was supported by the following materials: 
 
1. Power Point report titled:  Overview of Changes to the Stormwater Mgnt - Construction Site 
 Erosion Control & Post-Construction Ordinance & Schedule for Ordinance Review, (LCFM  
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 1/19/22 - copy on file & attached). 
 
2. Several pages from a Power Point report titled:  Overview of Key Changes to the Chippewa 
 Falls Urban Area Storm Water Intermunicipal Agreement, What Changed?, (presented to the  
 Committee in August, 2021), (Distributed 1/14/22 - copy on file & attached), regarding the  
 changes made to the Chippewa Falls Stormwater Intermunicipal Agreement. 
 
3. Spreadsheet titled:  2021 & Draft 2022 Annual Work Plan; Chippewa Falls Urban Area Storm  
 Water Management Program, (LCFM 1/14/22 - Distributed 1/14/22 - copy on file &  
 attached).   
 
There was general discussion.  Discussion focused on: 
 
1. The schedule for conducting a staff review through LCFM & Planning & Zoning, and a  
 legal review through Office of Corporation Counsel. 
 
2. The schedule for introducing the ordinance through the LCFM Committee and Planning & 
 Zoning Committee. 

 

6. BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. Consider Amendment to Cooperative Agreement Between Chippewa County & the LWIPA to Implement 
the Lake Wissota Stewardship Project (LWSP) - D. Masterpole, L. Richardson 
D. Masterpole presented an oral report.  The report was supported by a draft agreement titled:  
Amendment to Cooperative Agreement Between the Lake Wissota Improvement & Protection Association 
and the Chippewa County Land Conservation & Forest Management Committee to Implement the Lake 
Wissota Stewardship Project, (LCFM 1/13/22 - Distributed 1/14/22 - copy on file & attached).  The 
amended agreement shows the recent changes to the agreement made by the LCFM Committee 
(12/15/21) and Lake Wissota Improvement & Protection Association Board (1/12/22). 
 
There was general discussion.  Discussion focused on: 
 
1. The language in Section II, Term of Agreement and whether it adequately reflects the   
 motion made and recorded in the 12/15/21 minutes.  
 
2. The language in Section II, Terms of Agreement, with a focus on alternative language   
 that could be used to replace the term "rolling (3) three year contract" while seeking a   
 (3) three year term, that includes provisions for annual review, reauthorization, and one   
 year extensions. 
 
3. The language in Section IVC.10, Duties, which specifies that the County will assign a  
 qualified project manager, and one or more limited term staff positions that will be  
 dedicated to the project to assure "a historic maintenance of effort", equal to that as  
 previously achieved through a contracted third party service provider.   
 
T. Pauls summarized the general points of agreement, as interpreted from the discussion, as follows: 
 
1. The Committee will not be authorizing or signing successive contracts (but rather will be 
 amending the current agreement to provide for an additional two (2) year term (2023 and  
 2024) and to provide the opportunity for the parties to further extend the agreement for  
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 successive one (1) year periods (2025, 2026, etc.) upon annual review beginning in 2023). 
 
2. The amended agreement should indicate that the County is allowed to use LTE positions  
 to perform the work. 
 
Motion to follow through with these concepts and have Corporation Counsel and the County 
Administrator come back to the Committee for final review in March:  Hauser/Schmitt.  Motion carried by 
voice vote. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Don Hauser, District 6 

SECONDER: Ken Schmitt, District 3 

AYES: Gullickson, Steele, Sikorski, Schmitt, Hauser, Pingel 

 

2. The LCFM Committee will go into closed session pursuant to WI Statutes 19.85(1)(e) for the purposes of 
"deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or 
conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed 
session" (Consider real estate transaction for parcel in T32N, R5W) - M. Hansen 
Motion for the LCFM Committee to go into closed session pursuant to WI Statutes 19.85(1)(e) for the 
purposes of "deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, 
or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a 
closed session" (Consider real estate transaction for parcel in T31N, R7W):  Sikorski/Steele.   The Chair 
indicated that M. Hansen, J. Schemenauer, D. Masterpole, T. Pauls, and R. Scholz would be included for 
closed session attendance.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
The Committee went into closed session at 6:06 p.m. 
 
Motion to go into open session:  Schmitt/Steele.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
The Committee went into open session at 6:38 p.m.    

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Glen Sikorski, District 2 

SECONDER: Harold Steele, District 1 (Vice-Chair) 

AYES: Gullickson, Steele, Sikorski, Schmitt, Hauser, Pingel 

 

7. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 
The Chair noted that if the supervisors would like anything added to the next agenda, to contact him. 

8. ADJOURN 
Motion to adjourn:  Schmitt/Steele.  Motion carried by voice vote at 6:39 p.m. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Ken Schmitt, District 3 

SECONDER: Harold Steele, District 1 (Vice-Chair) 

AYES: Gullickson, Steele, Sikorski, Schmitt, Hauser, Pingel 
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STATEMENT OF EXPLANATION 
Resolution No. 08 - 22 

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT A GOAL OF LIMITING THE WISCONSIN WOLF 
POPULATION TO 350 ANIMALS IN THE STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES WOLF MANAGEMENT PLAN - 
RANDY SCHOLZ 

 
 Passage of this resolution will encourage the Wisconsin Department of Natural 1 

Resources to have a goal to limit the wolf population to 350 animals in the State of Wisconsin 2 

as part of the DNR’s Wolf Management Plan. 3 

4 

6.1
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Resolution No. 08 - 22 5 
 6 

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT A GOAL OF LIMITING THE WISCONSIN WOLF POPULATION TO 350 7 
ANIMALS IN THE STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES WOLF 8 

MANAGEMENT PLAN - RANDY SCHOLZ 9 
 10 

 11 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) established a wolf 12 

population goal of 350 animals in 1999, and reaffirmed this population goal in 2007, based on 13 
prey availability and human population density; and 14 
 15 

WHEREAS, the WDNR plans to review and revise the previous wolf management plan, 16 
adopted in 1999 and reviewed and revised in 2007; and 17 
 18 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, Wisconsin Farm Bureau, and the 19 
Wisconsin Conservation Congress (2011, 2013, 2021), officially support a Wisconsin Wolf 20 
population goal of 350 or less; and 21 
 22 

WHEREAS, thirty-six (36) county boards have passed resolutions that recommend a 23 
Wisconsin wolf population goal of 350 animals or less; and 24 
 25 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin’s residents have experienced depredations and threatening 26 
incidents involving wolves, including 107 officially listed conflicts in 2021; and 27 
 28 

WHEREAS, the high predator population, in particular wolves, has resulted in the 29 
reduction of the deer population where wolves are plentiful, reduced hunting opportunities, 30 
curtailed livestock and pleasure horse activities, and are a danger to pets and people. 31 
 32 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chippewa County Board of Supervisors 33 
does hereby support a wolf population goal of 350 or less animals as part of the next Wisconsin 34 
Wolf Management Plan; and 35 
 36 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chippewa County Board of Supervisors encourages 37 
the WDNR to include elected officials from counties with high wolf conflicts in the DNR Wolf 38 
Advisory Committee; and 39 
 40 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chippewa County Board of Supervisors requests that 41 
the WDNR and other partners implement meaningful population controls in the Wisconsin Wolf 42 
Management Plan; and 43 
 44 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chippewa County Board of Supervisors requests that 45 
the WDNR not relocate problem wolves from other counties in the state into Chippewa County; 46 
and 47 
 48 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk shall forward a copy of this resolution to the 49 
offices of the Wisconsin Governor, Secretary of the WDNR, Preston Cole, Secretary of DATCP, 50 
Randy Romanski, and the state legislators who represent Chippewa County.   51 

 52 
Forwarded to the County Board by the Land Conservation and Forest Management 53 

Committee. 54 
 55 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 56 
There is no fiscal impact to Chippewa County by passage of this resolution. 57 
 58 

02/16/2022 Land Conservation & Forest Management Committee 59 
RESULT: FORWARD TO COUNTY BOARD [UNANIMOUS] Next: 3/8/2022 6:00 PM 60 
MOVER: Glen Sikorski, District 2 61 
SECONDER: Harold Steele, District 1 (Vice-Chair) 62 
AYES: Gullickson, Steele, Sikorski, Schmitt, Hauser, Pingel 63 

 64 
 65 
Approved as to Form: 
  

 
 66 
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STATEMENT OF EXPLANATION 
CONSIDER LCFM PROJECT PROPOSAL FOR ARPA FUNDS (AMERICA 

RESCUE PLAN ACT) 

 

The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 is a $1.9 Trillion Economic Stimulus Package that was signed into 
law on March 11, 2021.  The current estimate for Chippewa County to receive is $12.5 million.  
 

On 12/9/21, R. Scholtz (Co. Administrator) submitted correspondence to Department Heads 
and elected officials informing them of ARPA funding and the process for submitting projects, 
following the identified guidelines and procedures (Resolution #19-21), for allocating ARPA 
funds for Chippewa County.  
 
On 1/19/22, the LCFM Committee reviewed two (2) proposals, submitted by the LCFM Dept., as 
follows:  Lake Wissota Stewardship; Targeted Water Quality & Farm Conservation Project, and 
Chippewa County Ice Age Trail; Eastern Trail Establishment.  The Lake Wissota Project has been 
selected to proceed in the process. 
 
This agenda item will be used to present the Dept. of Land Conservation & Forest 
Management's submittal for recommended use of ARPA funds. 
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