
 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

REGULAR MEETING 

MAY 17, 2023 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RM 001 

1:00 PM 
 

Chippewa County Page 1 Published 5/19/2023 12:00 AM 

DRAFT 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 
Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Jeff Bennesch Chippewa County Citizen Rep (Chair) Present  

Roger McFarlane Chippewa County Citizen Rep (Vice Chair) Present  

Doug Matthews Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

Julie Geissler Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

Larry Marquardt Chippewa County Citizen Rep Absent  

Carolyn Kaiser Chippewa County Citizen Rep - Alternate Present  

Dale Shipman Chippewa County Citizen Rep - Alternate Absent  
 

3. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WISHING TO BE HEARD 
None. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion to approve. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Roger McFarlane, Citizen Rep (Vice Chair) 

SECONDER: Julie Geissler, Citizen Rep 

AYES: Bennesch, McFarlane, Matthews, Geissler, Kaiser 

1. Approve the Agenda 
 

2. Approve the Minutes 
 

 Board of Adjustment - Regular Meeting - Feb 22, 2023 1:00 PM 
 

3. Next Regular Scheduled Meeting:  June 21, 2023 (If Needed) 
 

5. BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. 2023-0002 Steivang Variance Request - Town of Lafayette 
Motion to grant the variance based on the following; 
1.  The driveway is located on a cul-de-sac with minimal traffic. 
2.  The house positioning will be set back further from the front property line (at a point where the lot is 
at least 150' in width. 
3.  Without the variance, the lot will be un-buildable. 
4.  The lot will be utilized for residential purposes. 



 Board of Adjustment 

Minutes  May 17, 2023 
Regular Meeting Chippewa County Courthouse, Rm 001 1:00 PM 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Roger McFarlane, Citizen Rep (Vice Chair) 

SECONDER: Doug Matthews, Citizen Rep 

AYES: Bennesch, McFarlane, Matthews, Geissler, Kaiser 

 

2. 2020-0003 Popple & Thompson Variance - Request by Thompson's for Denial of the Variance 
Sheila Thompson addressed the BOA on their request for finalizing a denial for this variance.  Attorney 
Manydeeds gave an update on the status of the Court of Appeals schedule.  Robert Popple addressed the 
BOA in regards to the variance. 
 
Motion to keep the motion "as made" at the October 21, 2021 BOA meeting on this variance. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Julie Geissler, Citizen Rep 

SECONDER: Doug Matthews, Citizen Rep 

AYES: Bennesch, McFarlane, Matthews, Geissler, Kaiser 

 

6. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 
None. 

7. ADJOURN 
Motion to adjourn. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Carolyn Kaiser, Citizen Rep - Alternate 

SECONDER: Julie Geissler, Citizen Rep 

AYES: Bennesch, McFarlane, Matthews, Geissler, Kaiser 



 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

REGULAR MEETING 

FEBRUARY 22, 2023 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RM 016 

1:00 PM 
 

Chippewa County Page 1 Published 2/28/2023 12:00 AM 

DRAFT 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 
Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Jeff Bennesch Chippewa County Citizen Rep (Chair) Present  

Roger McFarlane Chippewa County Citizen Rep (Vice Chair) Present  

Doug Matthews Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

Julie Geissler Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

Larry Marquardt Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

Carolyn Kaiser Chippewa County Citizen Rep - Alternate Excused  

Dale Shipman Chippewa County Citizen Rep - Alternate Excused  
 

3. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WISHING TO BE HEARD 
None 

4. APPROVE THE AGENDA 
Motion to Approve. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Julie Geissler, Citizen Rep 

SECONDER: Roger McFarlane, Citizen Rep (Vice Chair) 

AYES: Bennesch, McFarlane, Matthews, Geissler, Marquardt 

5. BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. 2023-0001 Xcel Energy Variance Request 
Clary introduced the variance petition to the Board of Adjustment.  A general discussion occurred with the 
adjacent property owners, applicant and Clary.   
 
Motion to approve the variance as presented.  BOA discussed the fact that this is a unique situation with 
Xcel Energy having title to a piece of land between the adjacent property and the water.  No harm to the 
public would occur as this will allow for the transfer of property between the adjacent properties and the 
water's edge.   

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Larry Marquardt, Citizen Rep 

SECONDER: Roger McFarlane, Citizen Rep (Vice Chair) 

AYES: Bennesch, McFarlane, Matthews, Geissler, Marquardt 
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 Board of Adjustment 

Minutes  February 22, 2023 
Regular Meeting Chippewa County Courthouse, Rm 016 1:00 PM 
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6. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 
Future training.  No others discussed. 

7. ADJOURN 
Motion to adjourn. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Julie Geissler, Citizen Rep 

SECONDER: Roger McFarlane, Citizen Rep (Vice Chair) 

AYES: Bennesch, McFarlane, Matthews, Geissler, Marquardt 
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STATEMENT OF EXPLANATION 
2023-0002 STEIVANG VARIANCE REQUEST - TOWN OF LAFAYETTE 

 

To construct a new driveway that does not meet the 75’ separation distance in the Agricultural District 
in accordance with section 70-109(e)(2)(a) of the Chippewa County Zoning Ordinance. Lot 10 of 
RiverBelle Subdivision (Parcel number 22808-2533-68730010), which is located in the SW ¼ of the SW ¼, 
Section 25, Township 28 North, Range 08 West. Town of Lafayette. Physical Address: 18223 22nd 
Avenue. 

5.1
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(Publish – Chippewa Herald – May 3 and May 10, 2023) 
 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to all persons in the County of Chippewa, Wisconsin, that a public hearing will be held on May 17, 
2023 beginning at 1:00 PM in Room 001, located in the basement of the Chippewa County Courthouse, Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, 
relative to following request: 
 

Variance Petition: #2023-0002 
Appellant: Jake & Stacy Steivang  Agent: Josh Markowski/JM Builders  
To construct a new driveway that does not meet the 75’ separation distance in the Agricultural District in accordance with 
section 70-109(e)(2)(a) of the Chippewa County Zoning Ordinance on Lot 10 of RiverBelle Subdivision (Parcel number: 
22808-2533-687300010), which is located in the SW ¼ of the SW ¼, Section 25, Township 28 North, Range 08 West. Town 
of Lafayette. Physical Address: 18223 22nd Avenue. 

 
All persons interested are invited to attend.  Specific information regarding this hearing can be obtained at the Chippewa County 
Department of Planning & Zoning.   
   
Dated this 27th day of April, 2023. 
 

5.1.a
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STATEMENT OF EXPLANATION 
2020-0003 POPPLE & THOMPSON VARIANCE - REQUEST BY 

THOMPSON'S FOR DENIAL OF THE VARIANCE 

 

See October 21, 2021 Board of Adjustment Meeting for last action on this variance request. 

5.2
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May 10, 2023 
 
Dear Board of Adjustment, 
 

Mr. Clary asked me to give you a summary of why we are requesting to be included on 
the May, 17th agenda. For 3 years we have been requesting that you deny the variance request 
made by Robert, and sadly, now the late Mary Popple, in September 2020. We would like to 
note that the Department of Planning and Zoning falsely included Roger Thompson as an 
Appellant. (See attachment).  
 

The variance would give the Popples a strip of land that they gifted to Melvin Popple 
back in 1993 and would leave us, the inherited owners, with a property that is nonconforming 
according to zoning law. We have wanted to sell our property since May of 2020 but have not 
been given an answer to the question as to whether you are going to allow the Popples to go 
against zoning law and split the property so this piece of land can be adjoined to their property 
now under the name of the Popple Trust or allow us to retain the land that was gifted resulting 
in a conforming plot of land.  
 

This has been an enormous burden on us emotionally and financially. The financial 
burden has cost us over $20,000 in lawyer fees, property taxes, and maintenance, just to 
reiterate our claim. We legally own the property and never applied for a variance or ever signed 
any application for this request.  
 

As a side note, the Popples took this to Chippewa County court to argue the price that 
they would owe us for the building on this strip of land. The judge ruled that if the variance was 
granted, they would need to pay $33,000 to us. Their next step was to reject this monetary 
value and appeal it in the Wisconsin appellate court. This was 12 months ago and has not yet 
gone before the court. Additionally, it would be a moot point if you do not grant this variance 
and do not get this land back.  
 

If the ruling stands and you grant this variance, both Robert and Mary have been 
strongly vocal saying they could not and would not pay the price that was ruled for the garage 
we own on the parcel in question. This would be another timely impasse if this variance is 
granted.  
 

We are asking you to deny this variance so we can move forward in our lives without 
this stressful, expensive situation. This is causing extreme hardship for us at our ages during our 
retirement. We hope you can sympathize with us at a time in our lives that we had hoped 
would not involve using our savings and prior years worrying about this situation and it’s 
financial and time‐consuming impacts.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
Roger and Sheila Thompson  
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