
 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 22, 2021 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RM 302 

4:30 PM 
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DRAFT 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 
Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Jeff Bennesch Chippewa County Citizen Rep (Chair) Present  

Doug Matthews Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

Roger McFarlane Chippewa County Vice Chair Present  

Julie Geissler Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

Larry Marquardt Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

Carolyn Kaiser Chippewa County Citizen Rep - Alternate Present  

Dale Shipman Chippewa County Citizen Rep - Alternate Present  
 

3. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WISHING TO BE HEARD 
None 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion to approve the consent agenda. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Doug Matthews, Citizen Rep 

SECONDER: Larry Marquardt, Citizen Rep 

AYES: Bennesch, Matthews, McFarlane, Geissler, Marquardt 

1. Approve the Agenda 
 

2. Approve the Minutes 
 

 Board of Adjustment - Regular Meeting - Jun 24, 2021 1:00 PM 
 

3. Schedule Next Meeting Date - August 19, 2021 @ 1:00PM 
 

5. BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. Discussion on 2020-0003 Popple & Thompson Variance Request 
Bennesch spoke regarding the Ziegler, Edward court case as it pertains to this petition.  Atty. Raihle Jr. 
made a request that if the meeting be postponed or rescheduled, that the next hearing be made for 
September as he wouldn’t be in the area in August and therefore would be unable to attend the hearing, 
 
Motion by Bennesch to renew and postpone this variance until the September BOA hearing.  Geissler 
seconded the motion.  A voice vote occurred and the motion was unanimous. 



 Board of Adjustment 

Minutes  July 22, 2021 
Regular Meeting Chippewa County Courthouse, Rm 302 4:30 PM 
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RESULT: POSTPONE [UNANIMOUS] Next: 9/23/2021 2:30 PM 

MOVER: Jeff Bennesch, Citizen Rep (Chair) 

SECONDER: Julie Geissler, Citizen Rep 

AYES: Bennesch, Matthews, McFarlane, Geissler, Marquardt 

 

2. 2021-0002 Bethard - Variance Request - Town of Anson - Tony Roder 
Ron Mikesell, neighbor to the property owner, spoke regarding the insurance industries definition of a 
structure.  Mr. Mikesell did not believe this gazebo was a gazebo or even a structure under insurance 
industry standards. 
 
Roder spoke and explained the structure definition based on State Statutes and the Chippewa County 
Shoreland Ordinance.  This structure was a structure, by definition in the statutes and ordinance.  A 
general discussion occurred regarding the current location and alternate locations on the property.  
Additional discussions occurred regarding the accuracy of the north lot line on the County GIS web 
mapping site and actual occupation lines on-site. 
 
Motion by Matthews to DENY the variance request.  McFarlane seconded the motion.  Matthews stated 
that he did not believe there was any unique limitations that prevented placement of this structure in 
another location on the property where setbacks couldn’t be met.  Matthews also stated that both this lot 
and the lot to the north are usable as they currently exist and this structure is accessory to the principal 
use of the property.  With all members voting to deny the variance request, the motion to deny the 
request was unanimous. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Doug Matthews, Citizen Rep 

SECONDER: Roger McFarlane, Vice Chair 

AYES: Bennesch, Matthews, McFarlane, Geissler, Marquardt 

 

3. 2021-0003 Schultz - Variance Request - Town of Lafayette - Tony Roder 
Mr Schulz explained the high nitrate drinking water issues he was experiencing at the property and his 
work with the WI DNR to correct or improve the problem.  The solution identified was treatment and that 
this 8’x 16’ building addition was necessary to house the additional treatment equipment.  A general 
discussion occurred regarding the current location, alternate locations, septic location, and ability to 
purchase additional property. 
 
Motion by Marquardt to approve the variance request with conditions A-C of the County staff report.  
McFarlane seconded the motion.  Marquardt stated that he believed there were unique limitations that 
prevented placement of this structure in another location on the property.  Even if an alternate location 
was identified, there would be no guarantee as to the volume or water quality of water from a new well.  
With all members voting to approve the variance request, the motion to approve the request was 
unanimous. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Larry Marquardt, Citizen Rep 

SECONDER: Roger McFarlane, Vice Chair 

AYES: Bennesch, Matthews, McFarlane, Geissler, Marquardt 

 

6. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 
A general discussion occurred and the BOA requested an on-site inspection prior to the next hearing for the 
Popple-Thompson variance request.  The BOA also requested outside legal counsel on this variance matter. 

7. ADJOURN 
Motion to Adjourn. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Roger McFarlane, Vice Chair 

SECONDER: Julie Geissler, Citizen Rep 

AYES: Bennesch, Matthews, McFarlane, Geissler, Marquardt 



 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 24, 2021 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RM 302 

1:00 PM 
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DRAFT 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 
Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Jeff Bennesch Chippewa County Citizen Rep (Chair) Present  

Doug Matthews Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

Roger McFarlane Chippewa County Vice Chair Present  

Julie Geissler Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

Larry Marquardt Chippewa County Citizen Rep Present  

Carolyn Kaiser Chippewa County Citizen Rep - Alternate Excused  

Dale Shipman Chippewa County Citizen Rep - Alternate Excused  
 

3. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WISHING TO BE HEARD 
None. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
Clary informed the Board of Adjustment that a meeting will be held on July 22, 2021 as the Department had 
received a couple of petitions.  Time will be determined for inspections and meeting. 
 
Motion to approve. 

RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 0] 

MOVER: Larry Marquardt, Citizen Rep 

SECONDER: Doug Matthews, Citizen Rep 

AYES: Bennesch, Matthews, McFarlane, Marquardt 

RECUSED: Geissler 

1. Approve the Agenda 
 

2. Approve the Minutes 
 

 Board of Adjustment - Regular Meeting - May 5, 2021 3:30 PM 
 

3. Schedule Next Meeting Date - TENTATIVE July 22, 2021 
 

5. BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. 2020-0003 Thompson & Popple - Variance Request - Town of Eagle Point - Doug Clary 
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Motion to Approve the Variance.  Discussion centered around the ability of the Board to grant this 
variance as the property owner, Thompson, did not sign the variance appeal.  Rather the variance 
application was signed and submitted by the Popples. 

RESULT: DEFEATED [0 TO 5] 

MOVER: Julie Geissler, Citizen Rep 

SECONDER: Doug Matthews, Citizen Rep 

NAYS: Bennesch, Matthews, McFarlane, Geissler, Marquardt 

 

6. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 
Elections of the Board Positions. 

7. ADJOURN 
Motion to adjourn. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Doug Matthews, Citizen Rep 

SECONDER: Roger McFarlane, Vice Chair 

AYES: Bennesch, Matthews, McFarlane, Geissler, Marquardt 
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STATEMENT OF EXPLANATION 
2021-0002 BETHARD - VARIANCE REQUEST - TOWN OF ANSON - TONY 

RODER 

 

A VARIANCE is a relaxation of a dimensional standard in a land use ordinance (e.g., setbacks, lot area, 
height, etc.).  The Board of Adjustment (BOA), after a public hearing, decides whether a variance is to be 
granted or denied.  It is a quasi-judicial body because it functions almost like a court.  The BOA’s main 
objective is not to compromise ordinance provisions, but to apply legal criteria provided in State 
Supreme Court Decisions, State Laws and the County Ordinances to a specific development request, 
which does not meet the minimum ordinance requirements.  Variances are meant to be an infrequent 
remedy where an ordinance imposes a unique and substantial burden on a property. 

 
 
..

5.2
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Variance Request:  To allow an after-the-fact gazebo that does not meet the 75’ water setback in the 
Shoreland District in accordance with sections 55-42(b) and 55-49(a) of the Chippewa County Shoreland 
Ordinance. Parcel number: 22908-1522-50010490, which is located in the NW ¼ of the NW ¼, Section 
15, Township 29 North, Range 08 West. Town of Anson. Physical Address: 10894 161st Street. 

5.2
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(Publish – Chippewa Herald – July 12 and July 15, 2021) 

 
CHIPPEWA COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to all persons in the County of Chippewa, Wisconsin, that a public hearing will be held on 
July 22, 2021 beginning at 4:30 PM in Room 302, located in the Chippewa County Courthouse, Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, 
relative to following requests: 
 

Variance Petition: #2021-0002 
Appellant: Roger Bethard 
To allow an after-the-fact gazebo that does not meet the 75’ water setback in the Shoreland District in accordance 
with sections 55-42(b) and 55-49(a) of the Chippewa County Shoreland Ordinance. Parcel number: 22908-1522-
50010490, which is located in the NW ¼ of the NW ¼, Section 15, Township 29 North, Range 08 West. Town of 
Anson. Physical Address: 10894 161st Street. 
 
Variance Petition: #2021-0003 
Appellant: Steve Schulz 
To allow an after-the-fact accessory building addition that does not meet the road setback in the Local Commercial 
District in accordance with section 70-109(a)(2)(a) of the Chippewa County Zoning Ordinance. Parcel number 
22807-0711-01250000, which is located in the NE ¼ of the NE ¼, Section 07, Township 28 North, Range 07 West. 
Town of Lafayette. Physical Address: 19941 County Hwy X. 

 
All persons interested are invited to attend.  Specific information regarding this hearing can be obtained at the Chippewa 
County Department of Planning & Zoning.   
   
Dated this 8th day of July, 2021. 
 
Douglas Clary, Director 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
Chippewa County, Wisconsin 
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30

T29N R08WANSON(W),EAGLE POINT(S),LAFAYETTE(NW),TILDEN(E),CHIPPEWA FALLS(N)

All acreages are computed & rounded to the closest tenth acre, roadways are excluded from totals.  All mapping is for reference only and is not intended, or to be used for any legal purpose.
C   2017 Chippewa County, WI

Land Records Division / County Surveyor

www.co.chippewa.wi.us/government/land-records-county-surveyor

Coordinates land records modernization in Chippewa County
Files and records land record information pertaining to land corners,
maps of survey and information relating to land parcels
Prepares parcel maps for Chippewa County lands
Maintains the Public Land Survey System
Creates and maintains the County Geographic Information System (GIS)
Determines the geodetic positions of locations for survey and mapping projects
Publishes the plat book for Chippewa County

Chippewa County Land Records
711 North Bridge Street

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING 
 711 North Bridge Street, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729  Phone:715.726.7940  Fax:715.726.4596  www.co.chippewa.wi.us  

Land Management Land Planning Land Records & G.I.S. POWTS & Wells 

 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY 

Date: July 8, 2021 
 
To: Property Owner(s) 
 
From: Tony Roder, Zoning Inspector 
 
Re: Public Meetings & Public Hearing 
 
  
Dear Property Owner(s): 
 
The Chippewa County Department of Planning & Zoning has received a request for a variance as indicated below.  Your property 
has been determined to be within the legal public hearing notification distance per county and state requirements.  I have 
enclosed a map identifying the location of the parcels associated with this rezone request.  If you have any questions regarding 
this variance petition, please contact me at (715) 738-2603. 
 

VARIANCE REQUEST: #2021-0002 
Appellant: Roger Bethard 
To allow an after-the-fact gazebo that does not meet the 75’ water setback in the Shoreland District in 
accordance with sections 55-42(b) and 55-49(a) of the Chippewa County Shoreland Ordinance. Parcel number: 
22908-1522-50010490, which is located in the NW ¼ of the NW ¼, Section 15, Township 29 North, Range 08 
West. Town of Anson. Physical Address: 10894 161st Street. 

 
Chippewa County Board of Adjustment: 
The Chippewa County Board of Adjustment (BOA) will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on July 22, 2021 at 4:30 PM, in room 302, of the 
Chippewa County Courthouse located at 711 N. Bridge Street, Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. The BOA will make a determination to 
approve or deny the request. 
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2021-0002 Bethard - Variance Request - Location Map

Produced on July 2, 2021 by the Chippewa County Department of Planning & Zoning and is for reference purposes only.

Scale: 1" = 750'
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2021-0002 Bethard - Variance Request - Aerial (2020)

Produced on July 2, 2021 by the Chippewa County Department of Planning & Zoning and is for reference purposes only.

Scale: 1" = 100'
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STATEMENT OF EXPLANATION 
2021-0003 SCHULTZ - VARIANCE REQUEST - TOWN OF LAFAYETTE - 

TONY RODER 

 

A VARIANCE is a relaxation of a dimensional standard in a land use ordinance (e.g., setbacks, lot area, 
height, etc.).  The Board of Adjustment (BOA), after a public hearing, decides whether a variance is to be 
granted or denied.  It is a quasi-judicial body because it functions almost like a court.  The BOA’s main 
objective is not to compromise ordinance provisions, but to apply legal criteria provided in State 
Supreme Court Decisions, State Laws and the County Ordinances to a specific development request, 
which does not meet the minimum ordinance requirements.  Variances are meant to be an infrequent 
remedy where an ordinance imposes a unique and substantial burden on a property. 
 
 
..

5.3
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Variance Request: To allow an after-the-fact accessory building addition that does not meet the 
road setback in the Local Commercial District in accordance with section 70-109(a)(2)(a) of the 
Chippewa County Zoning Ordinance. Parcel number 22807-0711-01250000, which is located in 
the NE ¼ of the NE ¼, Section 07, Township 28 North, Range 07 West. Town of Lafayette. 
Physical Address: 19941 County Hwy X. 

5.3
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(Publish – Chippewa Herald – July 12 and July 15, 2021) 

 
CHIPPEWA COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to all persons in the County of Chippewa, Wisconsin, that a public hearing will be held on 
July 22, 2021 beginning at 4:30 PM in Room 302, located in the Chippewa County Courthouse, Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, 
relative to following requests: 
 

Variance Petition: #2021-0002 
Appellant: Roger Bethard 
To allow an after-the-fact gazebo that does not meet the 75’ water setback in the Shoreland District in accordance 
with sections 55-42(b) and 55-49(a) of the Chippewa County Shoreland Ordinance. Parcel number: 22908-1522-
50010490, which is located in the NW ¼ of the NW ¼, Section 15, Township 29 North, Range 08 West. Town of 
Anson. Physical Address: 10894 161st Street. 
 
Variance Petition: #2021-0003 
Appellant: Steve Schulz 
To allow an after-the-fact accessory building addition that does not meet the road setback in the Local Commercial 
District in accordance with section 70-109(a)(2)(a) of the Chippewa County Zoning Ordinance. Parcel number 
22807-0711-01250000, which is located in the NE ¼ of the NE ¼, Section 07, Township 28 North, Range 07 West. 
Town of Lafayette. Physical Address: 19941 County Hwy X. 

 
All persons interested are invited to attend.  Specific information regarding this hearing can be obtained at the Chippewa 
County Department of Planning & Zoning.   
   
Dated this 8th day of July, 2021. 
 
Douglas Clary, Director 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
Chippewa County, Wisconsin 
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T28N R07WLAFAYETTE (E), SIGEL (W)

All acreages are computed & rounded to the closest tenth acre, roadways are excluded from totals.  All mapping is for reference only and is not intended, or to be used for any legal purpose.
C   2017 Chippewa County, WI

Chippewa County Treasurer’s Office / Property Listing
Check us out on the web!  All property tax and assessment information is available on our web site @

www.co.chippewa.wi.us by clicking on “Property Tax” under Useful Links.

For your convenience, taxpayers can pay their postponed or delinquent real estate taxes by credit card,
debit card or E-check.  There is a convenience fee if you choose to use this option.  For Credit/Debit cards
the convenience fee is 2.39% of the amount paid.  For E-checks the fee is $1.50 or $10.00 if the payment

is over $10,000.00.

As always, our friendly and efficient staff is here to serve you!
Chippewa County Treasurer

711 N Bridge St., Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
Phone:  715-726-7960            Fax:  715-720-2504
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING 
 711 North Bridge Street, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729  Phone:715.726.7940  Fax:715.726.4596  www.co.chippewa.wi.us  

Land Management Land Planning Land Records & G.I.S. POWTS & Wells 

 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY 

Date: July 8, 2021 
 
To: Property Owner(s) 
 
From: Tony Roder, Zoning Inspector 
 
Re: Public Meetings & Public Hearing 
 
  
Dear Property Owner(s): 
 
The Chippewa County Department of Planning & Zoning has received a request for a variance as indicated below.  Your property 
has been determined to be within the legal public hearing notification distance per county and state requirements.  I have 
enclosed a map identifying the location of the parcels associated with this rezone request.  If you have any questions regarding 
this variance request, please contact me at (715) 738-2603. 
 

VARIANCE REQUEST: #2021-0003 
Appellant: Steve Schulz 
To allow an after-the-fact accessory building addition that does not meet the road setback in the Local 
Commercial District in accordance with section 70-109(a)(2)(a) of the Chippewa County Zoning Ordinance. 
Parcel number 22807-0711-01250000, which is located in the NE ¼ of the NE ¼, Section 07, Township 28 North, 
Range 07 West. Town of Lafayette. Physical Address: 19941 County Hwy X. 

 
Chippewa County Board of Adjustment: 
The Chippewa County Board of Adjustment (BOA) will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on July 22, 2021 at 4:30 PM, in room 302, of the 
Chippewa County Courthouse located at 711 N. Bridge Street, Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. The BOA will make a determination to 
approve or deny the request. 
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2021-0002 Bethard - Variance Request - Location Map

Produced on July 2, 2021 by the Chippewa County Department of Planning & Zoning and is for reference purposes only.

Scale: 1" = 750'
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2021-0003 Schultz - Variance Request - Aerial (2020)

Produced on July 2, 2021 by the Chippewa County Department of Planning & Zoning and is for reference purposes only.

Scale: 1" = 150'
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