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Chippewa County 
COUNTY TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

Agenda May 8, 2025 
Regular Meeting 9:00 a.m. 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL
Attendee Name Organization Title Status 
Brian Kelley Chippewa County Highway Dept. Highway Commissioner (Chair) Present 
Lt. Mark Bauman Chippewa County Sheriff Dept. Lieutenant (Vice Chair) Present 
Tyler Thibodeaux Chippewa County Emergency Mgmt. Traffic Safety Coordinator Absent 
Matthew Reddy Wisconsin DOT Highway Engineer Present 
Todd Rasmussen Bureau of Traffic Safety Law Enforcement Liaison Present 
Sgt. Joshua Maurer Wisconsin State Patrol Sergeant Present 
Brian Misfeldt Altoona School District Education Superintendent Present 
Brady Seidlitz Chippewa County Corp Counsel Deputy Corporation Counsel Present 
Jason Thom City of Chippewa Falls – Fire & EMS Chief - Emergency Medicine Present 
Lt.  Sheridan Pabst City of Chippewa Falls PD Patrol Lieutenant Present 
Brandon Cesafsky City of Chippewa Falls Public Works Director of Public Works Present 
Joe Simon Chippewa County Highway Dept. Patrol Superintendent - State Absent 
Jenny Lenbom Chippewa County Public Health Nurse, RN Present 

Others Present: Eric Anderson (West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission), Fred Anderson 
(Chippewa County Highway Department), Nicole Bitzan (SRF Consultants), Scott Bernette (Chippewa Fire 
District), John Ferguson (Chippewa County Emergency Management), Bradley Hanson, (Village of New Auburn 
Administrator) 
Recorder: Marla Prissel 

3. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WISHING TO BE HEARD
(Comments from the public will be limited to 5 minutes per speaker)

4. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approve the Agenda

2. Approve the Minutes – February 13, 2025

3. Schedule Next Meeting Date – August 14, 2025  9:00 AM

5. REPORTS

1. State Highway Projects – M. Reddy
Reddy provided an update on the 2025 construction season.  The pavement replacement project on STH 
53 is currently underway.  Resurfacing work on STH 124 will begin later this summer.  A cable median 
barrier will also be installed on STH 29 during the summer months.  Additionally, the STH 29/50th Avenue 
bridge replacement project is underway and expected to be completed in September. 

DRAFT



 

2. County Highway Projects – B. Kelley 
Kelley provided a report on the County’s 2025 construction project plans.  He shared a list of upcoming 
projects.  Construction projects will be posted on the Chippewa County Highway Department website 
and will be updated throughout the construction season. 
https://www.chippewacountywi.gov/government/highway/construction-updates-copy 

 

3. City of Chippewa Falls Street Projects – B. Cesafsky  

Cesafsky discussed the ongoing work on W. River Street, along with several smaller projects that are 
scheduled to begin soon in the City of Chippewa Falls.  He also noted that the start date for the STH 124 
project has not yet been determined. 

 

4. Chippewa County Safe Streets & Roads for All (SS4A) Safety Action Plan – N. Bitzan 

Nicole Bitzan with SRF Consulting provided an update on progress since the last meeting regarding the 
Chippewa County Safety Action Plan.  Two public events are scheduled for this summer to gather public 
input on the project.  Brad Hanson, Village Administrator for the Village of New Auburn, also expressed 
interest in promoting community involvement in New Auburn. 

 

5. Chippewa County Crash Statistics – M. Bauman 
 

Bauman gave a report on year-to-date crashes in Chippewa County.  Chippewa County has seen 5 fatal 
accidents so far this year.  

a. 4-14-25 Crash in Town of Woodmohr 

Bauman summarized the factors in this fatal crash. 

 

6. Wisconsin DOT Traffic Safety Updates – D. Kontos 
 

In Kontos’ absence, Todd Rasmussen delivered a presentation on behalf of the Bureau of Transportation 
Safety (BOTS).  He also provided information regarding the reporting of work zone crashes.  
 

7. Roundtable report – All 
 

Pabst discussed an accident that occurred in April at the intersection of Chippewa Crossing Blvd. and 
STH 178, which was caused by a failure to yield.  He requested that the incident be noted for future 
planning considerations in the area.  Cesafsky added that traffic in the vicinity is currently being studied 
due to upcoming developments. 
 
Lenbom discussed a recent personnel change among the car seat technicians at the Health Department, 
noting that there are still three technicians on staff.  She also reported that the department still has car 
seats available for distribution to families in need. 
 
Cesafsky discussed an upcoming bike race that will pass through the City of Chippewa Falls during the 
Northern Wisconsin State Fair.  To avoid fair-related traffic, the race route will be adjusted.  A final map 
of the revised route is not yet available. 
 
Kelley thanked the committee members for their support over the past six-plus years. 
  

https://www.chippewacountywi.gov/government/highway/construction-updates-copy
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6. BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. Election of Traffic Safety Commission Chair – All 
 
Kelley asked the committee if anyone was interested in serving as the next chairperson.  He noted that 
interviews for his position will be held in a few weeks and suggested the committee could wait to see if 
the new Highway Commissioner would be interested in taking on the role.  A motion was made to 
postpone the discussion until the next meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 
 
8. ADJOURN 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:51 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chippewa County shall attempt to provide reasonable special accommodations to the public for access to its public meetings, provided 
reasonable notice of special need is given.  If special accommodations for a meeting are desired, contact the County Clerk's Office at 726-7980. 

Members of the Chippewa County Board of Supervisors who are not members of this committee are entitled to attend this meeting. It is possible 
that the attendance of one or more such nonmember Supervisors may create a quorum of some other county board committee, board or 
commission. Such a quorum is unintended and the nonmember Supervisors are not meeting for the purpose of exercising the responsibility, 
authority, power, or duties of any other committee, board or commission. 
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Chippewa County 
COUNTY TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

Agenda February 13, 2025 
Regular Meeting 9:00 a.m. 

1. CALL TO ORDER
 
2. ROLL CALL

Attendee Name Organization Title Status 
Brian Kelley Chippewa County Highway Dept. Highway Commissioner (Chair) Present 
Lt. Mark Bauman Chippewa County Sheriff Dept. Lieutenant (Vice Chair) Absent 
Tyler Thibodeaux Chippewa County Emergency Mgmt. Traffic Safety Coordinator Absent 
Matthew Reddy Wisconsin DOT Highway Engineer Present 
Dan Kontos Bureau of Traffic Safety Law Enforcement Liaison Present 
Sgt. Jonathan Luck Wisconsin State Patrol Sergeant Present 
Brian Misfeldt Altoona School District Education Superintendent Absent 
Brady Seidlitz Chippewa County Corp Counsel Deputy Corporation Counsel Absent 
Jason Thom City of Chippewa Falls – Fire & EMS Chief - Emergency Medicine Present 
Lt.  Sheridan Pabst City of Chippewa Falls PD Patrol Lieutenant Present 
Brandon Cesafsky City of Chippewa Falls Public Works Director of Public Works Present 
Joe Simon Chippewa County Highway Dept. Patrol Superintendent - State Absent 
Jenny Lenbom Chippewa County Public Health Nurse, RN Present 

Others Present: Eric Anderson (West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission), Fred Anderson 
(Chippewa County Highway Department), Nicole Bitzan (SRF Consultants), Shannon Berg (Village of New 
Auburn President), Bradley Hanson (Village of New Auburn Administrator), Mark Woodford (Town of Anson 
resident), Holly Kitchell (City of Stanley resident) 
Recorder: Marla Prissel 

3. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WISHING TO BE HEARD

4. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approve the Agenda

2. Approve the Minutes – November 14, 2024

3. Schedule Next Meeting Date – May 8, 2025 9:00 AM

 

 

5. BUSINESS ITEMS

1. Request to lower CTH S speed limit on east side of Jim Falls – B. Kelley

Kelley received a request from a concerned citizen regarding the speed limit on CTH S to the east of Jim 
Falls.  Kelley shared a map of the speed zones in this area.  Mark Woodford, a resident of the Town of 
Anson, was present to express his concerns with the posted speed limit and safety in this area.  Motion 
was made by Cesafsky to proceed with a speed study.  Motion was seconded by Pabst.  

 



 

 
2.  Request to lower CTH X speed limit on west side of Stanley – B. Kelley  

Kelley discussed a request he received from a City of Stanley resident requesting a lower speed limit on 
CTH X located on the west side of Stanley.  A map of the area speed limits was shown.  City of Stanley 
resident Holly Kitchell voiced her concerns regarding vehicles traveling at high speeds on that section of 
road.  Kontos showed there wasn’t much for crash data for the area.  Sgt. Luck suggested education and 
enforcement could be helpful and offered to have State Patrol monitor the area on occasion. The 
decision was made to start with requesting increased enforcement in this area.  

 
3. CTH SS/M Intersection Control in Village of New Auburn – B. Hanson 
 

Brad Hanson, Administrator of the Village of New Auburn, was present to discuss his concerns with the 
CTH SS/CTH M intersection in the Village of New Auburn.  Fred Anderson reviewed the results from the 
MioVision study that was conducted in August 2024.  Kelley suggested the area could be investigated by 
SRF Consulting Group in the ongoing Safe Streets & Roads for All Safety Action Plan for possible safety 
improvements, which the group agreed would be appropriate. 
 
 
6. REPORTS 

1. Chippewa County Safe Streets & Roads for All (SS4A) Safety Action Plan – N. Bitzan 

Bitzan gave an update to the committee on their progress so far identifying areas of safety concern for 
the SS4A safety action plan.  They’re almost halfway through the data collection phase.  The plan’s goal 
will be to achieve a 55% reduction in accidents by 2040.  Bitzan stated that they will be seeking public 
input at community events this summer.  Bitzan also outlined a new page on the Chippewa County 
Highway Department website for community comments regarding SS4A.  The site has been up for a 
week and 25 responses have been received.  There was discussion on more ways to get this information 
out to the public.  Eric Anderson shared how successful social media sharing has been for a survey the 
MPO is conducting.  

 

2. Chippewa County Crash Statistics – M. Bauman 
 

In Bauman’s absence, Kelley presented the updated crash statistics for the County.  He reviewed the 
2023/2024 statistics, as well as the year to date comparison for this year vs. last year.  Kelley also 
provided a brief summary of the details in regards to the incidents listed below.  

a. 11-13-24 Crash in Town of Howard 
b. 11-19-24 Crash in Village of Lake Hallie 
c. 11-21-24 Crash in City of Chippewa Falls 
d. 1-12-25 Crash in Town of Lake Holcombe 
e. 1-21-25 Crash in Town of Tilden 
f. 1-25-25 Crash in Town of Lafayette 
g. 2-2-25 Crash in City of Stanley 

 

3. Wisconsin DOT Traffic Safety Updates – D. Kontos 

Kontos provided a presentation from the Bureau of Traffic Safety that included preliminary crash statistics 
for 2024 for both the State and County. 
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4. Roundtable report - All 
 
Matt Reddy discussed a speed study that will result in a 10 MPH reduction for STH 64 on the west side of 
Cornell.  A study in this area in 2022 did not result in the 45 MPH speed limit being reduced, however the 
2024 study will reduce the speed limit to 35 MPH.  Reddy discussed new guidance on speed studies. 
 
Eric Anderson appreciates the new speed study guidance as it may result in increased safety if more speed 
limits can be reduced.  Anderson also shared that MPO is working on their long-range transportation plan.  A 
high number of the responses they have received rated increased traffic safety as an issue the community 
would like to see improved.  Anderson wanted the County to know that MPO would happily work with them 
on any SS4A implementation where they could be of service.  
 
Jenny Lenbom updated the committee on car seat safety checks conducted in 2024.  They checked 68 car 
seats and 54 of those car seats were provided by the County.  Public Health received a grant to purchase car 
seats for distribution. 
 
Brandon Cesafsky advised the committee of two construction projects taking place in the City of Chippewa 
Falls this coming year.  The West River Street project will start early this spring.  Traffic will be open with 
flagging operations.  The STH 124 project is being rebid.  They are hoping to complete the downtown 
portion in 2025, with the remainder being completed in 2026.  Bay Street will be closed to traffic.  

 
 

7. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 
 
8. ADJOURN 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chippewa County shall attempt to provide reasonable special accommodations to the public for access to its public meetings, provided 
reasonable notice of special need is given.  If special accommodations for a meeting are desired, contact the County Clerk's Office at 726-7980. 

Members of the Chippewa County Board of Supervisors who are not members of this committee are entitled to attend this meeting. It is possible 
that the attendance of one or more such nonmember Supervisors may create a quorum of some other county board committee, board or 
commission. Such a quorum is unintended and the nonmember Supervisors are not meeting for the purpose of exercising the responsibility, 
authority, power, or duties of any other committee, board or commission. 



Nicole Bitzan, SRF Consulting

Traffic Safety Commission Meeting
Chippewa County

May 8, 2025



Safety Action Plan Components

 Leadership Commitment and Goal Setting
 Planning Structure
 Equity Considerations
 Engagement and Collaboration

 Safety Analysis
 Policy and Process Changes
 Strategy and Project Selection
 Progress and Transparency
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Leadership and Goal Setting
 Vision of zero traffic deaths and severe injuries on streets within 

Chippewa County 
 With a goal of a 55 percent annual reduction by 2040.
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Equity Consideration
 Areas of persistent poverty (APP) are 

regions where poverty rates have 
remained high over an extended period.

 Chippewa Falls - Census Tract 105
o Some overlap with the high injury network



Engagement/ Collaboration
 Current number of comments on the WikiMap: 50

 Summer engagement activities: 
o July 2025 – County Fair 
o Aug 2025 – Pure Water Days



Engagement - Flyer
 A flyer of engagement information has been completed and is 

planned to be sent out to the following locations.



Safety Analysis/ Strategy and Project 
Selection
 QAQC in progress.
  Developing priority lists and project recommendations.

Example



Policy and Process Changes
 Reviewed Chippewa County policies

o Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Chippewa-Eau Claire Metropolitan Planning Area 2017-
2027 (2017)

o City of Chippewa Falls Comprehensive Plan 2024-2044 (2024)
o Chippewa Falls Area Unified School District Safe Routes to School Plan (2021)
o Long Range Transportation Plan Chippewa-Eau Claire Metro Planning Area (2021)
o Transportation Improvement Program for the Chippewa-Eau Claire Area (2023)
o County Trunk Highways Driveway Access Specifications (2022)



QUESTIONS?



JAN 1ST-APR 23RD 2024 JAN 1ST-APR 23RD 1ST 2025
2024 2025
YTD YTD YTD

ALL ACCIDENTS WITHIN THE COUNTY TOTALS TOTALS VARIANCE
Car Deer 35 36 2.9%
Property 237 225 -5.1%
Injury 55 54 -1.8%
Fatal 0 5 500.0%

CITY OF CHIPPEWA FALLS
Car Deer 5 0 -500.0%
Property 46 53 15.2%
Injury 11 8 -37.5%
Fatal 0 0 0.0%

VILLAGE OF LAKE HALLIE
Car Deer 2 0 -200.0%
Property 35 53 51.4%
Injury 7 7 0.0%
Fatal 0 0 0.0%

ACCIDENTS INVOLVING IMPAIRED DRIVERS 24 24 0.0%
ACCIDENTS INVOLVING DISTRACTED DRIVERS 32 23 -28.1%
ACCIDENTS INVOLVING MOTORCYCLES 3 1 -66.7%
ACCIDENTS INVOLVING DRIVERS 65+ 45 55 22.2%
ACCIDENTS WITH TEEN DRIVERS 47 56 19.1%
ACCIDENTS WHERE SPEED WAS A FACTOR 61 90 47.5%

CHIPPEWA COUNTY CRASH STATISTICS
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Reporting Work Zone Crashes

Wisconsin Traffic Safety Commission (TSC)

Q2 (April – June) 

2025



Why are documenting Work Zone 
Crashes important?

• Helps to evaluate the overall effectiveness of the work zone mitigation 
strategies (Ex. Barrier wall, closed lanes, off peak closures, ramp 
closures, full roadway closure, etc)

• Help set future policies to make work zones safer for the workers and 
traveling public

• Helps develop crash modification factors used to improve work zone 
design

• Understand where in the work zone crashes are happening and with 
what type of work zone. 



What do we do with the data? 
• Review data weekly

▪ DTSD gets a weekly email report every Monday with the WZ crashes that 
were reported the previous week

▪  Look for trends in the weekly reporting
• Complete work zone inspections to ensure traffic control devices are set up properly

• Review data monthly
▪ Review projects or roadways that have recurring work zone crashes 

documented to inspect for improvements or issues

▪ Document if the work zone caused the crash

• Review and update changes to standards and policies 

• Apply for GRANT funding based on history of work zone crashes



Components of a Work Zone

16

Before Work Zone – any crash that 
happens as a result of a work zone 
upstream

• Before Work Zone - Area before the start of the actual 
marked work zone. This attribute applies when the first 
harmful event of the crash occurs outside (before) the first 
warning sign, signal, or indicator marking the start of the 
work zone but is related to the movement of the traffic 
units through or entry into the work zone area. 

• Advanced Warning Area - Located after the first warning 
sign but before the work area. 

• Transition Area - Where lanes are shifted or tapered for a 
lane closure

• Activity Area - Located adjacent to the actual work area

• Termination Area - Located after the activity area but before 
traffic resumes to normal traffic conditions. 



Reporting Crashes by WZ Type

17

• Lane Closure

• Lanes are closed with traffic control devices such as drums, 42” cones or concrete barrier wall

• Intermittent or Moving Work 
• Involves construction vehicles moving along the roadway slowly or stopping periodically to 

perform work.  Ex. Painting operation, crack filling, pothole patching

• Lane Shift or Crossover
• Occurs when lanes are maintained but traffic is shifted several feet to accommodate workspace

• Work in Shoulder or Median
• Work activity is taking place on the shoulder or median adjacent to traffic lanes





Community Maps Training & Help
FTS vs FTY





© Children’s Wisconsin 21

• Location: Statewide  

• Target Population: Teens 13-18, 

parents/caregivers, communities 

• Partners: Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation, FCCLA, Safe Roads Challenge, 

driver education programs, Wisconsin schools

• Teen Safety Topics: Distracted driving, seat belt 

use, speeding, impaired driving, nighttime driving, 

Graduated Driver Licensing, and being a good 

passenger

Children’s Wisconsin Teen Driving Program



© Children’s Wisconsin

Program Initiatives

• Educational materials 

• Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) cards

• Teen driving tip sheets

• Social media- Facebook, Tik Tok 

• Newsletters

• Educational campaigns

• Trunk Junk, Buckle up for a Cup, 100 Safest Days, Ground 

Your Parents, and Teen Driver Safety Week

• Evidence-based programs

• Impact Teen Drivers

• Safe driving app

• Safe Roads Challenge Wisconsin



© Children’s Wisconsin

More teen-driving fatalities occur between Memorial Day 

& Labor Day than the rest of the year combined.

• Empower young drivers to make safer choices.

• Turn a dangerous period into a safer one.

Our Mission: The 100 Safest Days

• Gamified app rewards safe driving with points & prizes.

• Encourages mindful habits & improves road safety.

• Drivers contribute to safer communities.

How it Works

The 100 Deadliest Days for Teen Drivers



© Children’s Wisconsin

Download the app to join the challenge! 



© Children’s Wisconsin

Contact Information

25

Ashley Tracy

• Program Manager

• 262-838-8631

• atracy@childrenswi.org 

Bria Thalacker

• Program Coordinator

• 414-335-6924

• bthalacker@childrenswi.org

mailto:bthalacker@childrenswi.org
mailto:bthalacker@childrenswi.org


2025 Drug 
Recognition Expert 
(DRE) Training 
Opportunities

Spring class – April 2025 / deadline for 
registration 2/21/2025

Fall class – October 2025 / deadline for 
registration 07/01/2025

BOTS grant funding can be used to cover 
wages/expenses of the officer attending the 
training (excluding position back filling wages)

Any agency interested in sending someone to 
this training can contact:

Steve Krejci
DRE/SFST State Coordinator
WiDOT/BOTS
10300 W. Juniper St.
Milwaukee, WI. 53224
EMAIL: skrejci911@earthlink.net
Phone Number: (414) 550-0979 

mailto:skrejci911@earthlink.net


Community Maps-Legislative Summary

https://uwmadison.app.box.com/s/pl4ysvoowj45hpitem0pxd4755hhrj90
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Community Maps-Legislative Summary

Proposed Legislation that has Passed in One or Both Chambers

https://uwmadison.app.box.com/s/pl4ysvoowj45hpitem0pxd4755hhrj90
https://uwmadison.app.box.com/s/pl4ysvoowj45hpitem0pxd4755hhrj90
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Todd G Rasmussen
Law Enforcement Liaison

Wisconsin Department of Transportation  
Bureau of Transportation Safety/Wisconsin State Patrol

tgrasmussenconsulting@gmail,com
715 412-2805
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